Ignite (No. 3)
Week of Sept. 19, 2010
Open
* 1. How are you doing on writing and working on your faith story?

* 2. If you are participating in the 21-day fast, how are you doing?

3. What do you remember from Sunday’s message?

* 4. Who is one of the best teachers you ever had? Why?
* 5. How do you feel about talking with strangers about God?

 Dig in 
Read Acts 8:26-38

6. Share the story from Phillip’s perspective.

7. What was the story like from the man’s perspective?

* 8. Visualize the highway scene. The foreigner would have traveled in a caravan of slowly moving chariots, since it was dangerous to travel alone. He may have had a small group of his own. Having been guided to the man, what initiative does Philip take, and what initiative does the traveler take?

* 9. What was the eunuch’s problem?

10. What did the Holy Spirit tell Philip to do? Why? 

* 11. What advantage does Philip gain by asking a question and listening to the man before he begins to evangelize?

* 12. What did Philip ask the eunuch and how did the eunuch respond to Philip?

* 13. How did Philip present the good news about Jesus? 

14. What did the eunuch do after he believed in Jesus? 

 
Apply
* 15. The kind of direct guidance given to Philip is exceptional. How else might the Holy Spirit indicate that we should witness to a particular person?

16. When has the Holy Spirit led you to speak to someone? 

* 17. How does God use us to take the message of Christ to others? 

* 18. What fears prevent us from telling others about Christ? 

* 19. What is one thing you can do this week to overcome fear in witnessing? 

* 20. What are some natural ways we might begin talking with someone about the gospel?

Background

From Life Application Bible Notes:
Philip and the Ethiopian official

Notes for 8:26

Philip was having a successful preaching ministry to great crowds in Samaria (Acts 8:5-8), but he obediently left that ministry to travel on a desert road. Because Philip went where God sent him, Ethiopia was opened up to the gospel. Follow God's leading, even if it seems like a demotion. At first you may not understand his plans, but the results will prove that God's way is right. 

 

 

	
	


Notes for 8:27

Ethiopia was located in Africa south of Egypt. The eunuch was obviously very dedicated to God because he had traveled such a long distance to worship in Jerusalem. The Jews had contact with Ethiopia (known as Cush) in ancient days (Psalm 68:31; Jeremiah 38:7), so this man may have been a Gentile convert to Judaism. Because he was in charge of the treasury of Ethiopia, this man's conversion brought Christianity into the power structures of another government. This is the beginning of the witness "to the ends of the earth" (Acts 1:8). See the prophecy in Isaiah 56:3-5 for words about foreigners and eunuchs. 

 

Notes for 8:29-35

Philip found the Ethiopian man reading Scripture. Taking advantage of this opportunity to explain the gospel, Philip asked the man if he understood what he was reading. Philip (1) followed the Spirit's leading, (2) began the discussion from where the man was (immersed in the prophecies of Isaiah), and (3) explained how Jesus Christ fulfilled Isaiah's prophecies. When we share the gospel, we should start where the other person's concerns are focused. Then we can bring the gospel to bear on those concerns. 

 

Notes for 8:30,31

The eunuch asked Philip to explain a passage of Scripture that he did not understand. When we have trouble understanding the Bible, we should ask others to help us. We must never let our insecurity or pride get in the way of understanding God's Word. 

 

Notes for 8:35

Some think that the Old Testament is not relevant today, but Philip led this man to faith in Jesus Christ by using the Old Testament. Jesus Christ is found in the pages of both the Old and New Testaments. God's entire Word is applicable to all people in all ages. Don't avoid or neglect to use the Old Testament. It too is God's Word. 

 

Notes for 8:38

Baptism was a sign of identification with Christ and with the Christian community. Although there were no witnesses besides Philip, it was still important for the eunuch to take this step. 

From the Bible Knowledge Commenary:
2. To The Ethiopian Eunuch (8:26-40)

a. The command (8:26)
8:26. Though Luke gave no record of God’s commanding Philip to preach to the Samaritans (v. 5), God did sovereignly direct Philip toward Gaza (see the map at Acts 9). The highway is referred to as the desert road. The expression may refer to a desert road or a desert city. Ancient Gaza was destroyed in 93 b.c. and the city was rebuilt nearer the Mediterranean in 57 b.c. The old city was called Desert Gaza. The Greek for the angel’s command could be translated, “Arise and go to the south to the road... that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza. This is desert.” This reference to the road in 8:36 may imply that the road, not the city, was in a deserted area.

b. The contact (8:27-30)
8:27. The Ethiopian eunuch is described rather fully as an important official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. “Ethiopia” here refers not to modern-day Ethiopia but to ancient Nubia, the region from Aswan in southern Egypt to Khartoum, Sudan. Candace was a title given to the queen-mother, as Pharaoh was used of the king of Egypt. Governmental power rested in the hands of Candace, for the royal son, worshiped as an offspring of the sun, was therefore above such mundane activities as ruling over a nation. Rulership was therefore vested with the queen-mother. The fact that this eunuch had gone to Jerusalem to worship is interesting. The Law prohibited eunuchs from entering the Lord’s assembly (Deut. 23:1). However, Isaiah 56:3-5 predicts great blessing for eunuchs in the Millennial Age. Evidently this eunuch was a worshiper of Yahweh though not a full-fledged proselyte.

8:28-30. The eunuch’s wealth is revealed in the simple description sitting in his chariot. As this finance officer was riding, he was reading from the Book of Isaiah. Since it was customary to read aloud, Philip could have easily heard the portion of Scripture the eunuch was reading (v. 30). Interestingly Philip was guided first by an angel (v. 26) and then by the Holy Spirit (v. 29).

c. The conversion (8:31-35)
8:31-35. The quotation from Isaiah 53:7-8 was perplexing to the eunuch. Welcoming the opportunity to have Philip explain the passage, he invited the apostle into his chariot. The Ethiopian knew the passage described an individual, but was it Isaiah or someone else? Philip seized the opportunity to present the good news about Jesus from Isaiah 53 (cf. John 5:39).

d. The consequences (8:36-40)
8:36-39. The first consequence of Philip’s evangelization was the eunuch’s conversion. His response, Why shouldn’t I be baptized? indicates that water baptism was the seal of a personal decision to trust in Christ (cf. Matt. 28:19). The second result was joy, for the eunuch... went on his way rejoicing. A third result was a further outreach of the gospel to one who was neither Jew nor Samaritan, but a Gentile (African) worshiper of Yahweh who was not a full-fledged proselyte to Judaism. Possibly the eunuch was uncircumcised. (As indicated in the niv marg., Acts 8:37 is included only in late Gr. mss. and therefore was probably not in the original ms.)

When the baptism was completed the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again. Whatever happened to the Ethiopian eunuch after that is unknown.

8:40. Philip, however, appeared at Azotus. This city is the same as Ashdod, an ancient Philistine capital. As he traveled to Caesarea he proclaimed the gospel in all the towns along the way (see Azotus and Caesarea on the map at chap. 9). Evidently Philip then settled in Caesarea for he was still there about 20 years later (cf. 21:8). Significantly an evangelist may be resident or itinerary; Philip carried on both types of ministries.

The area around Azotus and Caesarea was later visited by Peter (9:32-43). Even though Philip the evangelist resided in Caesarea, the Lord called Peter from Joppa to give the gospel to Cornelius in Caesarea (chaps. 10-11).

