Ignite (No. 2)
Week of Sept. 12, 2010
Open
* 1. What were the five habits of a worship-full life that we talked about Sunday?
* 2. Which of those are you doing well on? Which need work?

* 3. Have you done any work on getting your faith story written? Can you share?

* 4. How are you doing on your 21-day fast?

* 5. What person made the biggest impact on you coming to Christ? Why?

6. What would you do if you were arrested for your faith?

 Dig in 
Read Acts 16:19-34

* 7. Why were the owners of the slave girl angry with Paul and Silas?

8. What did the girl’s owners do with Paul and Silas? Why?

* 9. What happened to Paul and Silas after several accusations were made against them?

* 10. What happened while Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns? 

* 11. If you were in jail and this happened, how would you react? How do you think other inmates reacted?

12. Why did the jailer turn to God? How did he do it?
* 13. What were the results of the talk Paul and Silas had with the jailer?

Apply
14. When in your experience has the Lord provided a happy ending to a bad turn of events? 

* 15. Although severely tested and persecuted, Paul and Silas held on to their faith and their joy. Why?

* 16. Paul and Silas speak the truth of the gospel as well as living it out. How do you give both a verbal and a living witness to Jesus?

* 17. Are you praying for three friends? How are you doing it?

18. What can a Christian do to be prepared for persecution? 

* 19. What can you do this week to give a positive word for Christ?
Background

From Life Application Bible Notes:
Paul Travels to Macedonia

 

At Troas, Paul received the Macedonian call (Acts 16:9), and he, Silas, Timothy, and Luke boarded a ship. They sailed to the island of Samothrace, then on to Neapolis, the port for the city of Philippi. Philippi sat on the Egnatian Way, a main transportation artery connecting the eastern provinces with Italy. 

 

Notes for 16:22-25

Paul and Silas were stripped, beaten, and placed in stocks in the inner cell. Despite this dismal situation, they praised God, praying and singing as the other prisoners listened. No matter what our circumstances, we should praise God. Others may come to Christ because of our example. 

 

Notes for 16:24

Stocks were made of two boards joined with iron clamps, leaving holes just big enough for the ankles. The prisoner's legs were placed across the lower board, and then the upper board was closed over them. Sometimes both wrists and ankles were placed in stocks. Paul and Silas, who had committed no crime and were peaceful men, were put in stocks designed for holding the most dangerous prisoners in absolute security. 

 

Notes for 16:27

The jailer drew his sword to kill himself because jailers were responsible for their prisoners and would be held accountable for their escape. 

 

Notes for 16:30,31

Paul and Silas's reputation in Philippi was well known. When the jailer realized his own true condition and need, he risked everything to find the answer. The Christian Good News of salvation is simply expressed: Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved (see Romans 10:9; 1Corinthians 12:3; Ephesians 2:8,9; Philippians 2:11). When we recognize Jesus as Lord and trust in him with our entire life, salvation is assured to us. If you have never trusted in Jesus to save you, do so quickly. Your life can be filled with joy, just as the jailer's was (Acts 16:34). 

 

Notes for 16:31-34

Paul and Silas took the family unit seriously. So the offer of salvation was made to the jailer's entire household — family and servants. Yet it was not the jailer's faith that saved them; they all needed to come to Jesus in faith and believe in him in the same way the jailer had. Yet his entire family did believe and all were saved. Pray that God will use you to introduce Jesus to your family and that they will come to believe in him. 

From the Bible Knowledge Commentary:
(3) The conversion of the jailer (16:19-34).
16:19-21. Each Roman colony was governed by two leaders called douviri in Latin. The term magistrates translates stratēgois, the Greek equivalent for the Latin word.

The charge of the slave girl’s owners against Paul and Silas was obviously prejudicial. Shortly before this incident the Emperor Claudius had expelled the Jews from Rome (18:2). Philippi, a Roman colony, would have caught this flavor of anti-Semitism. This also helps explain why Timothy and Luke were not taken before the authorities. Timothy was a half-Gentile (16:1) and Luke was probably a Gentile.

Furthermore, Paul and Silas were accused of disrupting the city... by advocating customs unlawful for... Romans to accept or practice. Rome permitted the peoples of its colonies to have their own religions but not to proselytize Roman citizens. The civil leaders could not distinguish between Judaism and Christianity (cf. 18:14-15), so they would see the preaching of Paul and Silas as a flagrant infraction of imperial law.

16:22. Impelled by the crowd... the magistrates ordered them to be stripped and beaten. The verb translated “beaten” is from rhabdizō, which means “to beat with a rod.” This was one of the three beatings Paul referred to in 2 Corinthians 11:25, the only other place where this verb occurs in the New Testament.

16:23-24. Paul and Silas were severely flogged and then thrown into prison. What a reception in the first European city where they preached the gospel! The jailer with his strict orders was not going to take any chances so he put them in the inner cell (possibly a dungeon, at least the most secure cell) and fastened their feet in stocks.
16:25. Paul and Silas singing in the inner prison gives special significance to the theme of joy in Acts (cf. Ps. 42:8; “at night His song is with me”). Their praying and singing was heard not only by God but also by the other prisoners.
16:26. This supernatural deliverance reminds the reader of the parallel experiences of Peter (cf. 5:18-20; 12:3-11). This was certainly an unusual midnight experience in a prison—the earth quaking, the prison shaking, doors flying open... chains falling off.

16:27-28. Because the jailer was responsible for any escaped prisoners (cf. 12:19), he drew his sword... to kill himself. But Paul, seeing what was about to happen, reassured him that the prisoners had not escaped. Perhaps the other prisoners were so impressed with the God of Paul and Silas that they did not dare flee!

16:29-30. Going into Paul and Silas’ cell, the jailer... trembling... asked, Men, what must I do to be saved? This question was filled with significance. He must have understood what he was asking. Undoubtedly he had heard the story of the slave girl and how she had announced these men to be servants of God with the message of salvation (v. 17). Possibly also the prayers and singing of Paul and Silas (v. 25) had reached his ears. The awesome earthquake with the subsequent opportunity for the prisoners to escape and Paul’s reassuring words all moved him to ask for the way of salvation.

16:31-32. Verse 31 is a key passage on the message of faith. All that is needed for justification is faith in the Lord Jesus. The jailer had asked what he should do. The answer was that he need perform no works; he only needed to believe in Jesus who is the Lord.

The words and your household mean those members of his house who were of sufficient age to believe would be saved (cf. v. 34) as they trusted Christ. Each member had to believe to be saved.

16:33. The jailer... washed the wounds of Paul and Silas (cf. v. 23)—an amazing thing for a jailer to do for his prisoners. Then by water baptism he and all his family gave testimony to the washing away of their sins.

16:34. The jailer took the former prisoners home and fed them! And his family was joyful. Once again the evidence of the victorious gospel was joy.

