Ignite (No. 1)
Week of Sept. 5, 2010
Open
 1. Since this is the first week of the group, go over your small group rules and covenant.
* 2. Why did you join this small group?

3. What do you hope to gain from being in a small group?

* 4. What struck you most from Sunday’s message? What were the main points?

* 5. How would being born blind change your life?
6. What person outside your life has had the biggest impact on your life?

 Dig in 
Read John 9:1-12
* 7. What assumption did the disciples make about the blind man?

8. Why was he born blind?

* 9. How did Jesus react to the man? How did the man react to Jesus?

* 10. What did Jesus do to and with the man? Why? What happened?

* 11. How did the man’s neighbors react to his condition? Why?
Read John 9: 35-41

* 12. What had Jesus heard and what did he do about it?

13. Why did the blind man ask Jesus to identify the Son of Man?

* 14. What did the blind man do when Jesus told him who he was?

* 15. Who was shocked at Jesus and what he said?

Apply
* 16. What weakness or difficulty is there in your life that could bring glory to God?
* 17. In what ways has God healed you?

* 18. What was your life like before you met Jesus?

* 19. How did you find Christ?

* 20. What has your life been like since you found Christ?

21. Who is someone who is spiritually blind that you can be praying for?

Background

From Life Application Bible Notes:
Chapter 9

Jesus heals the man who was born blind

(148) 

Notes for 9:1

In chapter 9, we see four different reactions to Jesus. The neighbors revealed surprise and skepticism; the Pharisees showed disbelief and prejudice; the parents believed but kept quiet for fear of excommunication; and the healed man showed consistent, growing faith. 

 

Notes for 9:2,3

A common belief in Jewish culture was that calamity or suffering was the result of some great sin. But Christ used this man's suffering to teach about faith and to glorify God. We live in a fallen world where good behavior is not always rewarded and bad behavior not always punished. Therefore, innocent people sometimes suffer. If God took suffering away whenever we asked, we would follow him for comfort and convenience, not out of love and devotion. Regardless of the reasons for our suffering, Jesus has the power to help us deal with it. When you suffer from a disease, tragedy, or disability, try not to ask, "Why did this happen to me?" or "What did I do wrong?" Instead, ask God to give you strength for the trial and a clearer perspective on what is happening. 

 

Notes for 9:7

The pool of Siloam was built by Hezekiah. His workers constructed an underground tunnel from a spring outside the city walls to carry water into the city. Thus the people could always get water without fear of being attacked. This was especially important during times of siege (see 2Kings 20:20; 2Chronicles 32:30). 

Jesus teaches about spiritual blindness

(150) 

Notes for 9:38

The longer this man experienced his new life through Christ, the more confident he became in the one who had healed him. He gained not only physical sight but also spiritual sight as he recognized Jesus first as a prophet (John 9:17), then as his Lord. When you turn to Christ, you begin to see him differently. The longer you walk with him, the better you will understand who he is. Peter tells us to "grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ" (2Peter 3:18). If you want to know more about Jesus, keep walking with him. 

 

Notes for 9:40,41

The Pharisees were shocked that Jesus thought they were spiritually blind. Jesus countered by saying that it was only blindness (stubbornness and stupidity) that could excuse their behavior. To those who remained open and recognized how sin had truly blinded them from knowing the truth, he gave spiritual understanding and insight. But he rejected those who had become complacent, self-satisfied, and blind. 

From Bible Knowledge commentary:
2. The Healing Of A Man Born Blind (chap. 9)

Isaiah predicted that in messianic times various signs would occur. The Messiah would “open eyes that are blind” (Isa. 42:7; cf. Isa. 29:18; 35:5). Jesus often healed the blind (cf. Matt. 9:27-31; 12:22-23; 15:30; 20:29-34; 21:14). This miracle in John 9 is notable because Jesus had just proclaimed Himself as “the Light of the world” (8:12). As a public demonstration of His claim, He gave sight to a man born blind.

9:1. As He went along in the city of Jerusalem, Jesus saw a man with congenital blindness. Jesus’ choice of this individual is significant (cf. 5:5-6). He is Sovereign in His works. That the man was blind from birth pointed out his seeming hopelessness. This illustrates man’s spiritual blindness from birth (9:39-41; 2 Cor. 4:4; Eph. 2:1-3).

9:2-3. The disciples faced a theological problem. Believing that sin directly caused all suffering, how could a person be born with a handicap? Therefore either this man... sinned in his mother’s womb (Ezek. 18:4) or his parents sinned (Ex. 20:5). Jesus therefore answered, Neither this man nor his parents sinned. These words do not contradict the universal sinfulness of man (cf. Rom. 3:9-20, 23). Instead Jesus meant that this man’s blindness was not caused by some specific sin. Instead the problem existed so that... God could display His glory in the midst of seeming tragedy (cf. Ex. 4:11; 2 Cor. 12:9).

9:4-5. Day means the time allotted for Jesus to do God’s will (to do the work of Him who sent Me). We includes the disciples and by extension all believers. Night is the limit set to do God’s works. In Jesus’ case it was His coming death. As the Light of the world Jesus gives people salvation (cf. 8:12). After His death, His disciples would be His lights (cf. Matt. 5:14; Eph. 5:8-14), bringing Christ to others.

9:6-7. Jesus placed clay (mud with... saliva) on the man’s eyes. Interestingly man was made from this same substance—the dust of the earth (Gen. 2:7). Jesus probably used the clay as an aid to develop the man’s faith, not as a medicine. Jesus’ making of clay broke the Rabbinic regulations against kneading clay on the Sabbath (cf. John 9:14). Jesus then told the man, Wash in the pool of Siloam (this word means Sent). This is located at the southeast corner of Jerusalem (see the map), where Hezekiah’s tunnel channeled water inside the city walls from the Gihon Spring. The man was “sent” there and Jesus was the One “sent” by the Father. The man... washed and went home seeing!
See map, Location of the Pool of Siloam

9:8-9. People argued over whether he was the same man who used to sit and beg. If so, it was incredible that he could see. Perhaps, they said, it was a case of mistaken identity. But he himself insisted, I am the man.
9:10-12. But if he were the same man, how was this possible? He gave a simple and factual account of how the miracle occurred. He referred to the Lord as the Man they call Jesus. Since he was blind at the time of the miracle, he had no idea where Jesus went.

9:35. Taking the initiative again (cf. v. 6), Jesus found the former blind man. Do you (emphatic in the Gr.) believe in the Son of Man? This was a call to commitment. “Son of Man” is a title of Messiah which includes a rich background (cf. Dan. 7:13; and comments on Mark 2:10).

9:36-37. The beggar responded that he was willing to believe but he was ignorant. Jesus then disclosed Himself and gave the beggar the necessary knowledge for faith. Faith involves an act of the will, based on information.

9:38. After Jesus revealed that He is the Son of Man, the man responded in faith (Lord, I believe) and worshiped Him. His worship of Jesus replaced his worship in the synagogue. The Jews had cast him out of the synagogue, but Jesus does not cast out those who come to Him (6:37). One goal of salvation is worship of the One who saves (4:23).

9:39. Does this verse contradict 3:17? According to that verse (and 12:47) Jesus was not sent “to condemn the world.” But here Jesus said, For judgment I have come into this world. Jesus meant He came to pronounce decisions on the ungodly, like a judge (cf. 5:22, 27). The blind who come to sight are those who, admitting their helplessness and inability, trust Jesus for salvation. Those who see and become blind are those whose self-trust and pride blinds them to the wonders of Jesus. He does not condemn them by making them blind; they blind themselves by rejecting Him and Satan contributes to that blinding (2 Cor. 4:4).

9:40-41. Some of the Pharisees... asked, literally, “We also are not blind, are we?” They expected a negative answer because they assumed that certainly they, of all men, possessed spiritual perception. Sin constantly deceives people so they live in falsehood. Jesus replied, If the Pharisees were blind to spiritual things absolutely, they might have claimed ignorance as a defense. But their claims and pretentions of spiritual insight (you claim you can see) and leadership made them culpable. They were responsible for their sins because they sinned willfully. It is dangerous to be a teacher of spiritual truths (cf. 3:10; Rom. 2:19-24; James 3:1).

